WISCONSIN WILDLIFE FEDERATION

ANNUAL MEETING

RAMADA INN STEVENS POINT, WI

SATURDAY APRIL 4, 2009

Call to order: 9:00am

Pledge of Allegiance

President Lil Pipping said a prayer.

Introductions
President Lil Pipping informed everyone of the new clubs voted in to WWF and gave history of WWF.
Motion made by Ralph Fritsch, second by Jim Gleash, to approve the 2008 Annual Meeting Minutes.  Motion carried

President Lil Pipping stated some of the accomplishments of WWF during 2008-2009.
Treasurers Report: Laura Huber

Laura Huber presented slideshow on income and expenses of the WWF and promoted getting new individual members and new clubs.  Motion made by Jerry Knuth, second by John Wetzel, to accept Treasurers Report.  Motion carried.
Keynote Address: Matt Frank, WDNR Secretary

Secretary Frank stated that he has enjoyed working with WWF and looks forward to working with WWF in the future.  Secretary Frank discussed things like the Stewardship Fund, the Great Lakes Compact, mercury reduction, the Managed Forest Law, delisting of the osprey and trumpeter swan, wolf delisting, deer management, CWD management, turkey permits, getting lapsed anglers back into fishing, invasive species along with ballast water discharge, non-point pollution, new energy sources, the DNR Budget, and climate change.  Secretary Frank recognized Lil Pipping for sound leadership.  Secretary Frank took questions from the BOD and delegates.
Executive Director and Legislative Report: George Meyer

George Meyer submitted and presented WWF April 2009 Legislative Report and presented Executive Director Report.  George Meyer discussed past, present and future projects of the WWF.  
NWF Report: Jennifer Pelej

George Meyer introduced Jennifer Pelej to BOD and delegates and Jennifer informed BOD and delegates about herself.  Jennifer Pelej discussed wolf delisting, Omni Bus Legislation, Clean Water Restoration Act, EPA Ballast Permit, Climate Change, and NWF Annual Meeting.
Resolutions: Lil Pipping
George Meyer read the first resolution:  Opposition to HR 45 – Blair Holt Gun Registration Bill, submitted by the WWF Wildlife Committee, Ralph Fritsch chair.  

Tom Nissen read the second resolution:  Use of Recreational Boating Projects Account and State Stewardship Funds, submitted by the Winnebagoland Conservation Alliance.

George Meyer read the third resolution:  Review Hunter Education Methods Resolution, submitted by the WWF Wildlife Committee, Ralph Fritsch chair

Tom Nissen read the fourth resolution:  Wildlife Agricultural Damage Program, submitted by the Winnebagoland Conservation Alliance.

The title of Emergency Resolution 1: “End Diversion of Funds from the State Forestry Account” was read.  Motion made by Larry Vanderhoef, second by Bob Miller, to read the resolution.  Motion carried. George Meyer read the resolution and copies were distributed.  The resolution was submitted by the WWF Forestry and Parks Committee, Jerry Knuth chair.

The title of Emergency Resolution 2: “Limit of Non-Resident Harvest Tags” was read.  Motion made by Larry Vanderhoef, second by Steve Pease, to read the resolution.  Motion carried. Tom Nissen read the resolution and copies were distributed.  The resolution was submitted by Jack Nissen.

The title of Emergency Resolution 3: “McMiller Shooting Range” was read.  Motion by Rick Laczarzyk, second by Steve Pease, to read the resolution.  Motion carried.  George Meyer read the resolution and copies were distributed.  The resolution was submitted by the Waukesha County Conservation Alliance and the Dousman Gun Club.

The title of Emergency Resolution 4: “Quartering of harvested Deer” was read.  Motion by Al Phelan, second by Dave Chingway, to read the resolution.  Motion carried. Tom Nissen read the resolution and copies were distributed.  The resolution was submitted by Wisconsin Deerhunters, Inc.

Resolution 1:  Motion made by Al Phelan, second by Rick Lazarczyk, to approve Resolution: “Opposition to HR 45 – Blair Holt Gun Registration Bill”. Motion carried.

Resolution 2:  Motion made by Don Hammes, second by John Czerwonka, to approve Resolution 2: “Use of Recreational Boating Projects Account and State Stewardship Funds”.  Mike Arrowood spoke to the motion – describing how the gas tax money is put into a conservation fund and set aside for the State Waterways Commission to fund public piers and infrastructure imporvements.  In the past two budget cycles, the fund has been raided with funds going to aquatic invasives work.  Motion carried.

Resolution 3:  Motion made by Bob Miller, second by Rick Lazarczyk, to approve Resolution 3: “Review Hunter Education Methods”. Discussion followed regarding mandating a certain number of hours of hands-on gun handling.  Individuals spoke both against and in favor of the resolution.  A hand vote was called for.  Count: 33 for, 19 against.  Motion carried.

Resolution 4:  Motion made by John Czerwonka, second by Bob Kirk, to approve Resolution 4: “Wildlife Agricultural Damage Program”.  Motion carried.

Resolution ER1: Motion made by Merlin Becker, second by Jerry Knuth, to approve Resolution ER1: “End Diversion of Funds from the State Forestry Account”.  Motion carried.
Resolution ER2:  Motion made by John Czerwonka, second by Steve Pease, to approve Resolution ER2: “Limit of Non-Resident Harvest Tags”. Discussion followed explaining that the resolution deals only with harvest tags, not dog training permits.  It was also stated that raising non-resident license fees may accomplish the same goal.  It was stated that bear and bobcat tags have been limited for resident hunters due to non-resident tags.  A hand vote was called for.  Count: 32 for, 17 against.  Motion carried.

Resolution ER3: Motion made by Rick Lazarczyk, second by Corky Meyer, to approve Resolution ER3 “McMiller Shooting Range”. Ken Zettlemeyer spoke to the issue.  Motion carried unanimously.

Resolution ER4: Motion made by Al Phelan, second by Dave Chingway, to approve Resolution ER4 “Quartering of Harvested Deer”. Discussion followed.  Comments were made both for and against.  Randy Stark made it known that disabled hunters are already allowed to quarter large game.  A hand vote was called for.  Count: 29 for, 25 against.  Motion carried.

Election of the Board: Ralph Fritsch

All delegates and non-directors must leave the room.  Officers and 12 Associate Director positions must be elected.  35 members present.

Jack Nissen was nominated for President and accepted the nomination.  Motion made by Jim Gleash, second by Jim Huhn, to appoint Jack Nissen as President.  Motion carried unanimously.
Chuck Matyska was nominated for First Vice President and accepted the nomination.  Motion made by Jim Gleash, second by Rick Lazarczyk, to appoint Chuck Matyska as First Vice President.  Motion carried unanimously.

Larry Laehn was nominated for Second Vice President and accepted the nomination.  Motion made by Jim Gleash, second by Betty Schneider-Borchert, to appoint Larry Laehn as Second Vice President.  Motion carried unanimously.
Tom Nissen was nominated for Secretary and accepted the nomination.  Motion made by Jim Gleash, second by Rick Lazarczyk, to appoint Tom Nissen as Secretary.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Laura Huber was nominated for Treasurer and accepted the nomination.  Motion made by Corky Meyer, second by Rick Lazarczyk, to appoint Laura Huber as Treasurer.  Motion carried unanimously.
Associate Directors were nominated.
Jake Macholl, Bob Chojnowski, Larry Laehn, Craig Challoner, Jim Huhn, Bret Loescher, Steve Pease, Tom Nissen, Mike Bizak, Adam Murkowski, Mike Arrowood, and Mike Stueck. Motion made by Jim Gleash, second by Lil Pipping, to appoint the following as Associate Directors.  Motion carried to unanimously.
Motion by Lil Pipping, second by Betty Schneider-Borchert, to appoint Jack Nissen and Chuck Matyska as delegates to NWF.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Corky Meyer, second by Rick Lazarczyk, to call our Executive Officers our Executive Committee.  Motion carried.
