Wisconsin Wildlife Federation

Board of Directors Meeting

Fox Hills Resort, Mishicot, Wisconsin

April 2nd, 2004

Attendance:  David Chengway, Betty Schneider, JL Schneider, Allan Amundson, Linda Amundson, Al Kube, Barry Kolden, Frank Herres, Mel Tess, Dorothy Behr, Don Lange, Sandi Lange, Jim Wareing, Ken Zettelmeier, Art Seidel, Jack Nissen, Roger Borkowski, James Spielbauer, Chuck Matyska, Connie Pribnow, James Weishan, Joseph Zanter, Susan Meyer, Tashina Meyer, Corky Meyer, Lil Pipping, George Meyer, Jerry Knuth, Laura Huber, Kenneth Barbian, Ralph Fritsch, Dan Gries, Bucky Kilishek, Martha Kilishek, Jim Baldock, Roger Anderson, James Gleash, Ruth Ann Lee.
Excused: Mark Baldock, Doug Burrows, Mary Cassidy, Russ Hitz, Mark Hoffman, Harry Kachur, Bob Miller, Allan Reinemann, Kay Saari, Larry Vanderhoef, Bob Kirk

Call to order at 7:40 pm by President Jerry Knuth.

Treasurer’s Report

· Presented by Laura Huber

· See Attached Report

· Laura discussed the projected income/expense balance for the next year.

· General discussion of ways to cut costs in mailing the minutes.

· Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report made by Lil Pipping, second Jerry Knuth.  Motion Carried

Motion to Accept February Minutes made by Jim Weishan, second by Ralph Fritsch. Motion Carried.

Reading of the resolutions by Tashina Meyer.

Reading of the minutes from the Executive meeting earlier in the day.

· Presented by Laura Huber.

· Motion to let the director’s and officer’s liability insurance expire and not renew made by Ruth Ann Lee, second by Roger Borkowski.

· General Discussion.

· Motion carried, unanimous.

· Motion to donate $500 to the Wisconsin Council of Sport Fishing Organization to produce their Kids Fishing Klinic Booklet made by Ruth Ann Lee, second by Lil Pipping.

· General Discussion.

· Motion carried, unanimous.

· Motion to lease a new copier/printer/fax for the office made by Ruth Ann Lee, second by Lil Pipping.

· General discussion.

· Motion carried, unanimous.

· Motion to donate $250 to the Wisconsin Conservation Congress Outdoor Youth Heritage Committee to create and maintain a website for organizing and promoting outdoor activities throughout the state made by Lil Pipping, second by Chuck Matyska.

· General discussion.

· Motion carried, unanimous.

· Motion to donate $1000, including a $200 donation from Wisconsin Association of Beagle Clubs, to the Wisconsin Outdoor Alliance made by Lil Pipping, second by Chuck Matyska.

· General discussion.

· Motion carried, unanimous.

· Motion to set up a display at the WDNR buildings at the Trempaleau, Monroe, and Jackson County Fairs, and also Farm Progress Days made by Jim Wareing, second by Corky Meyer.

· General discussion.

· Motion carried, unanimous.

· Motion to investigate and get a new display for booth setups with the cost under $1,500 made by Roger Anderson, second by Jim Wareing.

· General discussion.

· Motion carried, unanimous.

· Motion to purchase a small giveaway for the fairs made by Jim Weishan, second by Chuck Matyska.

· General discussion.

· Motion carried, unanimous.

New Business

· Jim Wareing brought up a concern that some land that was bought as conservancy land in Waukesha County with Stewardship Fund money is only allowing deer hunters there, but no other forms of hunting.  Jim feels that since this was bought with public money, it should be open to other types of hunting as well.

· General discussion.

· George Meyer brought up that there is a Stewardship Fund Oversight Committee in charge of overseeing such issues as this and that he does not believe they should be able to limit the types of hunting, but that there are some restrictions on land depending on where it falls in relation to city limits or if it was bought to protect a specific endangered plant or other such restrictions.

Motion to adjourn made by Jim Weishan, second by Corky Meyer.

Adjourned at 9:07pm

Minutes submitted by Tashina Meyer, Secretary.

Wisconsin Wildlife Federation

Annual Meeting

Fox Hills Resort, Mishicot, Wisconsin

April 3rd, 2003

Attendance: Jim Weishan, Laura Huber, Jerry Knuth, George Meyer, Corky Meyer, Tashina Meyer, Susan Meyer, Kyra Meyer, Joe Zanter, Art Seidel, Ken Zettelmeier, Chuck Matyska, Ralph Fritsch, Bucky Kilishek, Martha Kilishek, Dan Gries, Ken Barbian, Chuck Cohen, Herb Mehhe, Jake Evan, Pete Fredrickson, Jeff Manless, James Gleash, Roger Anderson, Ray Ksicinski, Mel Tess, Sandi Lange, Don Lange, Carl Hujet, Wayne Thayer, Allan Amundson, John Haupert, Burt Bushke, Annie Mueller, James Wareing, Jack Nissen, Ed Rausch, Jerome Ringo, Lisa Yee-Litzenberg, Jim Baldock, Kathie Zarzemski, Marc Smith, Kate Costenbader, Wayne Brady, Dave Chengway, John Wilde Jr., Clinton Hochrein, Karen Wilde, Marilyn Hochrein, Dorothy Behr, Leslie Kufahl, Allan Kube, Barry Kolden, Roger Borkowski, James Spielbauer, Betty Schneider, J.L. Schneider, Delbert Dietzler, Bill Williams, Bill Vanderzouwen, Randy Stark, Mike Staggs, Mike Gappa, Connie Pribnow, Ruth Ann Lee.
Call to order at 9:04 am by President Jerry Knuth.

Motion to approve the 2002 Annual meeting minutes made by Roger Borkowski, second by Allan Amundson.  Motion Carried

President’s Report

· See attached report.

· Jerry thanked all the members of the executive committee for all their hard work and effort.

Special Report from George Meyer, Executive Director

· George wanted to thank:

a. All the members of the board for the privilege to work with them.

b. Ruth Ann Lee for all her hard work as our office manager.

c. All the committee chairs and committee members.

· George discussed the last years legislation session.

a. We took positions on 76 bills with legislation last year.  With the effort of the committee chairs, put together information.

b. In 2003 we put in 272 hours of face-to-face discussion with various legislators, also 814 of research work and prep work to talk to these legislators.

c. Our positions on legislative issues are being heard and even actively sought out by our state legislators.

d. George was amused when anti-conservation groups tried to paint the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation as an “extreme radical conservation group.”

e. There is a group of about 23 legislators that are extremely anti-conservation, anti-public land ad anti-DNR

f. George said that if this legislative group was to get a grade, he would give them an “F.”  They tried to get rid of the Stewardship Fund, they tried to sell off $27 million of public land, they tried to stop mercury restriction bills.  Though at the end of the legislative session, there were a few good things passed.  A ground water protection bill was passed, the dog training and trialing bill was passed to our approval.

· George discussed our fundraising efforts.

a. George talked about the improvements made to the banquet system including a few organizational meetings with the banquet committees

b. George talked about the upcoming grant coming from NWF.

c. Also about Ruth Ann Lee and Laura Huber’s efforts to tighten and organize our books and finances.

· George gave a brief highlight of the resolutions that will be heard later today and went over a few of the important facts.

· George gave a brief overview of some of the important legislation that will be discussed in the legislation report.

· Invited anyone who would like to either help a banquet committee or start their own in an area that does have one to please consider doing so.

Treasurer’s Report

· Presented by Laura Huber. 

· See attached report.

· Laura talked about our banquet committees and how much they mean to this organization.  Our banquets will be bringing in 44% of our projected income for 2004.

· Explanation of our projected cash flow and some of the changes that can be expected in our treasurer’s reports and a clearer picture of what our organizations finances are looking like.

· Motion to approve the treasurer’s report by Jim Gleash, second by Ken Zettelmeier.  Motion carried.

Adjourn for 10-minute break.

National Wildlife Federation Report

· Presented by Lisa Yee-Litzenberg. 

· See attached report.

· Kate Costenbader spoke about NWF’s Greening the Corp project.

· Marc Smith gave some background on himself as he just moved here from Washington DC and is a new representative for NWF in our state.

· Jim Baldock discussed some goals of NWF and how it pertains to Wisconsin Wildlife Federation.

· Jerome Ringo, as Chairman of the Board-Elect, thanked the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation for all our support and help with conservation issues, and also for letting Jim Baldock serve the National Wildlife Federation.

Guest Speaker WDNR Secretary Scott Hassett

· Discussed the Crandon Mine.

· The mine was purchased by the tribes and is really no longer an issue.

· The issue of CWD is not as hot an issue as it was a year ago, with all the testing and reports and general information, the public is not in as much as a panic as it was.  License sales were up 4% form last year, and while still not as high as they have been, the improvement is promising.  Many hunters are keeping their deer even from the hot zones.  Efforts are being made to help population control of the deer herds.

· Scott discussed the baiting and feeding battle.

· Scott discussed the Fox River Clean-up project.

· The three most contaminated sections will be dredged and the sediment sent to a landfill.  A lot of the cleanup will be done using a process called bitrification, where the sediment is melted almost to a glass-like state that renders all the PCB’s harmless.

· The above were all foreseen and expected issues, what was not expected was the budget deficit and how much it would affect not only the DNR, but all government agencies.  An unfortunate effect of this was the need for letting go many DNR employees and closing many programs.  With the continued budget crisis, the DNR is looking at an equal amount of layoffs and closed programs for this year, but is hoping for increased income in the near future to reinstate many of these programs and employees.

· Another surprise issue was a need for regulatory restrictions.  This issue has been taking up a lot of the DNR’s time and efforts recently.

· Scott discussed the issues and concerns on the push for mercury reduction throughout the state and the nation.

· Also talked about the non-point pollution regulations that are in the works.

· Scott covered a brief overview of legislative issues, including his own confirmation as Secretary after 14 months on the job.

· Scott encouraged the delegates to adopt the resolution to push for a license fee increase to the amounts that we were looking for last year, but did not receive as much as we were looking for.

· Scott also asked that we support the resolution looking for a fee increase for hunter education.

· Q&A time.

· Discussion of the wolf population in Wisconsin and the possibility of a controlled wolf-hunting season to control wolf populations.

· There are concerns that if there is not a legal form of population control that farmers may search out other less legal methods to protect their livestock.

UWSP Student Delegates Special Forestry Presentation

· Presented by Brendt Mueller and Mike Emmeneger

· Started with an overview of some of Wisconsin’s various landscapes, plants and animals.

· Gave background on what Wisconsin landscape was like in the 1840’s when Wisconsin was being settled.

· Discussed the Brule River from a historical standpoint and some of the agricultural and economical aspects that led to the destruction of the Brule River and its surrounding forests. Also some of the recreational benefits of the Brule River area, and the diverse mix mammals and birds and the different eco-regions of the Brule River State Forest.

· Gave an overview of the Brule River Master Plan to restore the Brule River State Forest.

· Went over the Authorized Forest Management Activities.

· Clear cutting

· Shelter woods

· Group Selection

· Gave an overview of the management goals for the different eco-regions of the Brule River State Forest.

Adjourn for lunch 12:20 pm.

Resume meeting 1:30 pm.

Announcement of Art Contest Winner


2004 Artist of the year is Mark Kanitz; Print of the year is “Farmland Gathering”

Introduction of Committee Chairs and Committee Reports

· By-laws Committee

· Presented by Jerry Knuth, on behalf of Bill Buckley

· See attached report

· Motion to accept made by Martha Kilisheck, second by Lil Pipping. Motion carried.

· Endangered Species Committee

· Presented by Chuck Matyska

· See attached report

· Motion to accept made by Chuck Matyska, second by Laura Huber.  Motion carried.

Guest Speaker WDNR Chief Warden Randy Stark

· Randy discussed some of the history that led to the creation of conservation organizations.

· Talked about the changes brought about by funding cuts and job cuts.

· Emphasized the need for the public’s help as the eyes and ears of the WDNR.

· Randy talked about the need for the recruitment of young people to our organizations and our need for conservation.

· Randy emphasized the need for conserving our natural resources and that the issue is something that should concern everyone, not just the few.  Also the benefit of mentoring children who would be interested in hunting or conservation.

· Discussion of the mentoring program.

· Discussion of the budget crunch and what the DNR is doing about it

Guest Speaker Mike Staggs, Director of the Bureau of Fisheries Management & Habitat Protection

· Mike discussed the DNR’s 2004 fishing report.

· Mike mention that you can either get the printed version, or find it online at www.fishingwisconsin.org
· If you cannot find a paper or get online, you can call the department and get a copy mailed to you.

· Mike gave an overview on some of the projects that will be started with the Fish stamp income.

· Explained the proposed plan to raise the money for the restoration of the Wildrose Fish Hatchery.

· Discussed the Trout Stamp income and some of the things that the money has gone to helping.

· Gave some updates on the Cormorant situation.

· Mike talked about a bill the expanded the Fisherie’s ability to regulate tournaments.

· Mike talked about the concern that Wisconsin is the only Great Lakes state that does not have any laws governing the possession of potentially dangerous exotic fish species.

Guest Speaker Mike Gappa

· Spoke on current bear situation in Wisconsin and also an overview of the bear management program.

· Mike also discussed some of the aspects that are covered in the annual bear report.

· Explanation of what is done when a bear den is found, what kinds of samples are taken, how the bears are tagged and how everything is recorded.

· Mike asked that you never ever feed a bear, as they tend to end up dead due to either becoming a nuisance animal and needing to be put down, or ending up roadkill.

Adjourn for a 10-minute break.

Introduction of Committee Chairs and Committee Reports Continued

· Office Committees

(Calendar Program Committee, Education Committee, Gun Raffle Committee)

· Presented by Ruth Ann Lee

· See attached report 

· Motion to accept made by Ruth Ann Lee, second by Chuck Matyska.  Motion carried.

· Hunter Education Committee

· Presented by Allan Pribnow

· See attached report

· Motion to accept made by Al Kube, second by Jim Spielbauer.  Motion carried.

· Great Lakes Fisheries Committee

· Presented by Frank Herres

· See attached report

· Motion to accept made by Frank Herrres, second by Chuck Matyska.  Motion carried.

· Inland Fisheries Committee – Wolf River

· Presented by Dan Gries

· See attached report 

· Motion to accept made by Dan Gries, second by Ralph Fritsch.  Motion carried.

· Wisconservation

· Presented by Dan Gries

· See attached report 

· Motion to accept made by Dan Gries, second by Jim Baldock.  Motion carried.

· State Affairs Committee

· Presented by Art Seidel

· See attached report 

· Motion to accept made by Art Seidel, second by Ken Zettlemeier.  Motion carried.

Presentation and discussion of the Resolutions

· Read by Tashina Meyer
· Resolution #1 – License Fee Increase

· Resolution #2 – Range Funding

· Emergency Resolution #1 – Coordinated Management of Double Crested Cormorants.

· Motion to accept the resolution as an emergency resolution by Lil Pipping.  Second by Jim Gleash.  Motion carried.

· Emergency Resolution #2 – Recognizing Senator Neal Kedzie and Representative DuWayne Johnsrud on their leadership in the legislative adoption of Groundwater Quantity Protection Act of 2004.

· Motion by Lil Pipping, second by Wayne Brady to accept the resolution as an emergency resolution.  Motion carried.

· Emergency Resolution #3 -  Requesting funding for the Asian Carp Rapid Response Plan and Construction for the Second Electric Dispersal Barrier in the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal.

· Motion by Dan Gries and second by Joe Zanter to accept the resolution for as an emergency resolution.  Motion carried.

· Emergency Resolution #4 – Supporting the Broad Public Use of the McMiller Sports Center, Southern Unit of the Kettle Morraine State Forest.

· Motion by Art Seidel and second by Ken Zettelmeier to accept the resolution as an emergency resolution.  Motion carried.

Adjournment of delegates 4:20 pm.

Election of Officers and Associate Directors

· Motion to accept Jerry Knuth as President, Corky Meyer as Vice President, Lil Pipping as Second Vice President, Laura Huber as Treasurer, Jerry Knuth as NWF Affiliate Delegate and Corky Meyer as Alternate NWF Affiliate Delegate made by Jim Baldock, second by Martha Kilisheck.

· Motion to close nomination and cast as balloted by Al Kube, second by Jim Baldock. Motion Carried.

· Motion to Nominate Kyra Meyer for Secretary made by Jim Weishan, Second by Ruth Ann Lee.

· Motion to close nominations and cast as balloted by Lil Pipping, second by Ruth Ann Lee.  Motion carried.

· Motion to nominate Kyra Meyer as Associate Director by Connie Pribnow, second by Ruth Ann Lee.

· Motion to nominate Linda Amundson as Associate Director by Laura Huber, second by Jack Nissen.

· Motion to nominate Carolyn Haupert as Associate Director by Lil Pipping, second by Connie Pribnow.

· Motion to accept the nominations made by JL Schneider, second by Jim Baldock.

· Motion to close nominations and cast as balloted made by Jim Baldock, second by Lil Pipping.  Motion Carried.

Motion to adjourn made by Bucky Kilisheck, second by Connie Pribnow.

Adjourned at 4:38 pm

Minutes submitted by Tashina Meyer, Secretary.

Wisconsin Wildlife Federation

Annual Meeting

Fox Hills Resort, Mishicot, Wisconsin

April 4th, 2004

Attendance: George Meyer, Kyra Meyer, Corky Meyer, Jerry Knuth, Tashina Meyer, Susan Meyer, Art Seidel, Ken Zettlemeier, Chuck Matyska, Laura Huber, Rick Lazarczyk, Connie Pribnow, Allan Pribnow, Herb Mehne, Don Lange, Sandi Lange, Ray Ksiciuski, Mel Tess, Arnie Mueller, Burt Bushke, Carolyn Haupert, John Haupert, Ed Rausch, Jack Nissen, Jim Wafiltig, Betty Schneider, J.L. Schneider, Lil Pipping, Wayne Brady, Dave Chingway, John Lwia, Clint Schrion, Karen Wilde, Marily Hochrein, Dorothy Behr, James Spielbauer, Roger Borkowski, Jim Baldock, Carl Hujet, Wayne Thayer, Shyla Thayer, Linda Amundson, Allan Amundson, Ruth Ann Lee, Ralph Fritsch.
Excused Members: Mark Baldock, Doug Burrows, Mary Cassidy, Russ Hitz, Mark Hoffman, Harry Kachur, Bob Miller, Allan Reinemann, Kay Saari, Larry Vanderhoef, Bob Kirk

Call to order at 9:06 am by President Jerry Knuth.

Voting of Resolutions

Resolution #1 - License Fee Increase

· Motion to adopt made by Lil Pipping, second by Jack Nissen. 

· General Discussion.

· Motion to change “gaming” to “fish and wildlife programs” in the 2nd Whereas 

· Motion to change “an additional” to “a fee” in Therefore be it resolved 

· Motion to strike last sentence in the 5th Whereas.

· Motion to accept as amended made by Lil Pipping, second by Roger Borkowski, Motion Carried

Resolution #2 – Range Funding

· Motion to adopt made by Roger Borkowski, second by Connie Pribnow.

· General Discussion.

· Motion to remove “has” in the 1st Whereas and switch “learn” and “enjoy” in the 2nd Whereas.

· Motion to change the comma after hunting to a period in the 3rd Whereas.

· Motion to adopt as amended made by Roger Borkowski, second by Connie Pribnow. Motion Carried

Emergency Resolution #1 – Coordinated Management of Double Crested Cormorants

· Motion to adopt made by Roger Borkowski, second by Chuck Matyska. 

· General discussion.

· Motion to insert “and plant communities” after “bird populations” in the 3rd whereas. 

· Motion to adopt as amended made by Connie Pribnow, second by Roger Borkowski.  Motion Carried.

 Emergency Resolution #2 – Groundwater Quantity Protection Act of 2004

· Motion to adopt made by Lil Pipping, second by Roger Borkowski.

· General discussion.

·  Motion Carried.

Emergency Resolution #3 – Support for Cont. Use of the McMiller Sports Center

· Motion to adopt made by Carl Hujet, second by Roger Borkowski.  

· General Discussion.

· Motion to strike the 2nd occurrence of “the Great Lakes Fishery Commission” in the Now Be It Further Resolved. 

· Motion to adopt as amended made by Connie Pribnow, second by Carl Hujet.  Motion Carried.

Emergency Resolution #4 – Funding for the Asian Carp Rapid Response Plan

· Motion to adopt made by Ralph Fritsch, second by Art Sidel.  

· General Discussion.

· Motion Carried.

Old Business

Introduction of Committee Chairs and Committee Reports Continued

· Wildlife Committee

· Presented by Ralph Fritsch

· See attached report 

· Motion to accept made by Ralph Fritsch, second by Connie Pribnow.  Motion carried.

· Membership Committee

· Presented by Ruth Ann Lee

· See attached report 

· Motion to accept made by Ruth Ann, second by Jack Nissen.  Motion carried.

· Legislative Report

· Presented by Chuck Matyska and George Meyer.

· See attached report.

· Motion to accept made by Chuck Matyska, second by Roger Borkowski. Motion carried.

New Business

· Motion to give an unframed print to Hunter Education Banquet by Corky Meyer, second by Rick Lazarczyk

· Motion to give an unframed print to Cataract Sportsmen’s Club Banquet by Corky Meyer, second by Jim Spielbauer.

Motion to adjourn made by Connie Pribnow, second by Roger Borkowski.

Adjourned at 10:19 am

Minutes submitted by Kyra Meyer, Secretary

