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Wildlife Federation---US Forest Service Reach Agreement on Opening Roads in the Chequamegon-

Nicolet National Forest

Poynette---Today, the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation, the state’s largest conservation organization, announced that it had reached agreement with the US Forest Service about the Service’s 2008 Travel Management Plan which had closed 2292 miles of roads to recreational users including hunters, trappers and anglers.  The Federation had appealed the Forest Service decision on November 7, 2008 expressing concern that the Forest Service had not provided adequate notice and opportunity for members of the public to give input as to which roads should remain open to hunting, fishing, trapping and other recreational pursuits.

. After filing the appeal, the Federation and the Service had entered into a resolution process. A fact sheet incorporating major portions of the agreement is included in this release.

“The Federation was concerned that the great majority of individuals that hunt, fish and trap on the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest had not been made aware that the roads that they use would be closed for their use in future years”, state Ralph Fritsch, (Kaukauna), Chair of the Federation’s Wildlife Committee. “Without having any notice to request that a road would be kept open, hunters, anglers and trappers would have lost their opportunity to travel on over 2292 miles of roads in the forest.”

“This agreement provides that an individual if found using a closed road in 2009, 2010 or 2011, the first year they will be given a notice on how to petition to have the road formally opened up in future roads,” indicated Jerry Knuth, (Plover), Chair of the Federation’s Forestry and Parks Committee. “It then becomes the responsibility of the user to file their written request with the Forest Service. The Service will make a decision based on whether use of the road will cause environmental damage and will get back to the individual who made the request. During this process, the Service had honored the request to open most roads,” continued Knuth.

“The Federation greatly appreciated the efforts of the Forest Service, Supervisor Jeanne Higgins and her staff to work out a process giving the public greater opportunity to assure the roads they use will be open to the public,” stated George Meyer, Executive Director of the Federation. “Individuals that use the forest should go to the Forest Service website,

www.fs.fed.us/r9/cnnf/ , check out the roads they are concerned about and file a request to open the road. Individuals can also contact the Federation at 608-516-5545 for assistance.

The Wisconsin Wildlife Federation is comprised of 164 hunting, fishing and trapping groups located throughout Wisconsin and is dedicated to conservation education and the promotion of strong conservation policies.
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Fact Sheet on Wisconsin Wildlife Federation---Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest Agreement on Forest Road Closures
December 18, 2008

1. On September 22, 2008 the Chequamagon-Nicolet National Forest issued a Travel Management Plan that closed 2292 miles of road in the forest to motorized use.

2. The Wisconsin Wildlife Federation filed an appeal of the road closure decision on 

November 7, 2008. The WWF’s appeal stated that the road closures were not justified and that hunters, anglers, trappers and other recreational users were not provided adequate time to provide comments requesting that specific roads remain open for recreational use.

3. The Wisconsin Wildlife Federation and the Chequamagon-Nicolet National 

Forest held an Appeal Resolution meeting and have reached an agreement to resolve the appeal which contains the following provisions.

4. The Forest Service agrees that in 2009, 2010 and 2011, they will focus on an educational process. The process will include notifying an individual that is operating a vehicle on a closed road that the road is not an open road. The individual will receive a written warning and will not be cited for operating a motor vehicle on a closed road, unless there is the real potential for environmental damage from motorized road use or there is another regulation affecting motorized use of that particular road.   This does not include roads that are closed by gate or berm.

5. The Forest Service, at the time of contacting the individual on the closed road, 

      will provide the road user written information on how the individual can request 

      in writing how that road can be opened for motorized use in following years. It is 

      the responsibility of the road user to file the written request with the Forest 

      Service.

6. The Forest Service will review all written requests for road openings on an annual 

basis and will reprint the maps annually to show all open roads on the Forest. The Forest will evaluate the road opening requests based on the criteria developed in the initial road closure process. To-date, the Forest Service has honored the majority of the road openings requested by individuals.

7. Any individual requesting a road opening has the right to appeal a decision of the

Forest Service to keep a road closed to motorized use. 

8. A citation for the use of a motorized vehicle on a closed road may be issued to an 

individual if they use a closed road in the following year and they either failed to file an open road request or the road opening request was denied by the Service

after the opportunity for appeal.

9. The Forest Service agrees that, if a road user receiving a citation for operating a 

vehicle on a closed road believes that the citation is contrary to the terms of the agreement, the CNNF Forest Supervisor, if requested, will meet with the road user and the law enforcement officer to resolve the matter consistent with the terms of this agreement 

10. It is the responsibility of road users to obtain current Forest Service road maps for 

the Chequamagon-Nicolet National Forest. 

11. The WWF-Forest Service agreement may be used by any road user in any closed road enforcement matter. 

12. The Forest Service will also undertake a systematic on-going review of all the closed roads to determine whether they may be open to motorized use as they evaluate timber sales throughout the forest. This will eventually cover most of the areas in which roads need to be evaluated.

13. The Wisconsin Wildlife Federation will continue to provide advice and assistance to hunters, anglers, trappers and other recreational usrs regarding the terms of this agreement.

14. Both the Forest Service and the WWF agree to continue to publicize the road opening process to recreational users of the forest.

15. Based on the agreement, the WWF withdrew its appeal of the Forest Service 

Decision

Contact Information: George Meyer, Executive Director, Wisconsin Wildlife Federation, 7303 County Highway CS, Poynette, WI 53995 and 608-635-2742.

