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Sportsmen and Women Overwhelmingly Oppose Bear Dog Training During Fall Hunting Seasons

Poynette: Final results of the 2010 Conservation Congress Spring Hearings on Monday night show overwhelming opposition of Wisconsin sportsmen and women to additional bear dog training during the fall bear hunting season. By a 4 to 1 ratio, hunters, anglers and trappers voted against expanding the current 60 day bear dog training season by adding  another four weeks of dog training during the fall bear harvest season. The formal Congress vote was 2,995 against and 652 in favor. Sportsmen and women in 71 counties voted against the proposal with one county vote tied. No county voted in favor of the proposal. Discussion at the hearings centered around the disturbance that additional dog running would have for bear hunters hunting over baits, archery deer hunters and small game hunters. In some counties bear dog hunters spoke against the proposal. 

Proposed Assembly Bill 371, currently waiting for scheduling in the State Senate, would establish a four-week bear dog training season during the current fall bear hunting season. Several groups including the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation, the Wisconsin Bowhunters Association and the Wisconsin Conservation Congress urged the legislature not to vote on the bill until the results from the Spring Hearings were known.

“ Wisconsin sportsmen and women have clearly stated their position against having additional dog training taking place during the very important fall hunting seasons”, stated Jack Nissen (Dousman), President of the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation. “Additional hounds in the woods will be very disruptive to the tens of thousands of bait sitting bear hunters, archery deer hunters and small game hunters and those hunters spoke loud and clear on Monday night.”

“Sportsmen and women are asking their Senators and Representatives not to vote for AB 371 and thereby respect the overwhelming position of Wisconsin sportsmen and women”, 

indicated Ralph Fritsch, (Townsend), Chair of the WWF Wildlife Committee. “Not a single county spring hearing voted in favor of additional dog training during the fall 

bear harvest season.”

The Wisconsin Wildlife Federation is the state’s largest conservation organization comprised of 168 hunting, fishing, trapping and forestry related groups. The Federation is dedicated to conservation education and the advancement of sound conservation policies.

                                                              ---30---

