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Wisconsin Wildlife Federation Expresses Concerns About DNR-Humane Society of the U.S. Partnership

Poynette: Today, the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation sent the following letter to DNR

Secretary Matt Frank regarding the recently announced partnership between the DNR and the Humane Society of the United States:
“Dear Secretary Frank:

The Department of Natural Resources has many diverse constituencies that it must work with to accomplish its broad responsibilities. However it was with the gravest of  concerns  that the Wildlife Federation noted yesterday the DNR press release reporting that the DNR had engaged in a partnership with the Humane Society of the United States to produce Public Service Announcements (PSAs) that will be broadcast on radio stations across the state.

It is not the subject matter of the PSAs that is causing Federation members such great concern, it is the fact that the Department of Natural Resources was engaging in an active partnership with the Humane Society of the United States to produce them. 

The Humane Society of the United States is not just any constituent group. The HSUS actively takes position against hunting, trapping and animal agriculture across the United States. Their positions on these issues are directly opposed to one of the main missions of the Wisconsin DNR which to manage wildlife resources through methods including hunting, fishing and trapping. Just one example is that HSUS has spent a great deal of money opposing the efforts of the Wisconsin DNR and the USFWS to delist the gray wolf from the Federal Endangered Species Act and thereby preventing the wolf from being managed by the wolf management plan adopted by your agency. 

Another part of DNR’s mission is to work with farmers on a wide range of conservation and environmental issues. HSUS’s position on animal agriculture is directly aimed against farm operations based on animal agriculture.

You cannot imagine the consternation of hunters and trappers in this state to see the Wisconsin DNR closely allying itself with this fringe group aimed at ending hunting and trapping in Wisconsin and throughout the United States.  There should be little question that continued partnership efforts of this nature with the Humane Society of the United States will cause a lack of credibility and support of sportsmen and women for the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.

Sincerely yours,

Jack Nissen, President 

Wisconsin Wildlife Federation”

The Wisconsin Wildlife Federation is the state’s largest conservation organization comprised of 168 hunting, fishing, trapping and forestry-related organizations. The Federation is dedicated to conservation education and the advancement of sound conservation policies.
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