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Wisconsin Wildlife Federation Files Petition To Remove the Wolf From the Federal Endangered Species List

Poynette:---Today the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation, the state’s largest conservation group, announced that on May 11, 2010, the Federation filed a petition with Department of the Interior Secretary Ken Salazar to delist the gray wolf from the Federal

Endangered Species list. The Federation is comprised of 168 hunting, fishing, trapping and forestry-related organizations dedicated to the sound and professional management of natural resources.

The WWF has been involved in the recovery efforts of the wolf in Wisconsin for over twenty years and has been a strong supporter of past efforts to delist the animal from the Federal Endangered Species Act. Those efforts have been thwarted by federal lawsuits filed by organizations such as the Humane Society of the United States. 

The Federation is joining in the wolf delisting petition of the State of Wisconsin because: (1) the population of the eastern timber wolf substantially exceeds the recovery goals for the States of Wisconsin, Minnesota and Michigan, (2) the population levels of the wolf in Wisconsin are causing excessive depredation of livestock and other privately owned animals in the state,  (3) the State of Wisconsin has developed a strong and comprehensive management plan for the wolf that will insure that there will be a long-term sustainable population of the wolf in the state without the need for the protections afforded by being listed on the Federal or State Endangered Species Act and (4) that the continued listing of the eastern timber wolf in Wisconsin is undermining the support of Wisconsin citizens to the Federal and State Endangered Species Acts in the state. 

“It is time that the Department of the Interior and the Federal Courts recognize that the

goals of the Federal listing of the wolf on the Endangered Species List have been achieved,” stated Federation President Jack Nissen (Dousman). “The State of Wisconsin has clearly established that it can manage the wolf population in the state in a sound and professional manner.”

“It was very good to see other Wisconsin and national sporting organizations also joining the State of Wisconsin and the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation in filing petitions to delist the wolf,” indicated Ralph Fritsch (Townsend), WWF Wildlife Committee Chair. “It is important that there be a united front of Wisconsin sportsmen and women in the delisting effort. 
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