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Wisconsin Wildlife Federation Applauds State’s  Decision on Wolf Delisting Lawsuit

Poynette: Today, the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation, the state’s largest conservation organization applauded the efforts of Governor Doyle and Attorney General Van Hollen for filing an amicus brief in Federal Court supporting the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service decision to remove the gray wolf from the Federal Endangered Species list in the states of Wisconsin, Minnesota and Michigan. The Wildlife Federation had requested such action in April, 2007. The lawsuit challenging the action of the Fish and Wildlife Service and the Wisconsin, Minnesota and Michigan DNR’s wolf recovery plans was brought by the Humane Society of the United States and would have removed state wildlife management authority over the wolf populations in those states.

“The adult gray wolf population in the state of Wisconsin according to the recent official Department of Natural Resources count is in the range of 539 to 590 animals, far exceeding the Fish and Wildlife Service recovery goal of 100 animals jointly in the States of Wisconsin and Michigan,” stated Lil Pipping, (Elkhart Lake), Wildlife Federation President. “This population estimate does not include the Michigan population and the 3900 wolves present in the State of Minnesota.”

“The Federal Wolf Recovery Plan provides that once the 100 animal goal is reached, the gray wolf is to be removed from the Federal Endangered Species List and management of the animal be returned to the State of Wisconsin like most other resident wildlife populations,” provided Ralph Fritsch (Kaukauna), Chair of the Federation’s Wildlife Committee. The lawsuit filed by the Humane Society of the United States is directly contrary to the principles of sound wildlife management and is a direct attack on the sovereign natural resource management responsibilities of the State of Wisconsin.”

“The Federal and Wisconsin Endangered Species Acts have been successful in assuring the recovery of the gray wolf in Wisconsin and it is now time for federal and state natural resource managers to focus their threatened and endangered species efforts and funds on 
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the many other threatened and endangered species in the state,” stated Chuck Matyska,(Cecil) Second Vice President and Chair of the WWF’s Endangered Species Committee. “Lawsuits like this undermine the public confidence in the implementation of the state and federal Endangered Species Acts and should be vigorously opposed.”                                                         

The Wisconsin Wildlife Federation is made up of 158 hunting, fishing, trapping and forestry organizations located throughout the State of Wisconsin and is the state affiliate

of the National Wildlife Federation. The Federation is dedicated to conservation education and the advancement of sound conservation policies. For further information, 

contact George Meyer, Executive Director of the Federation at 608-516-5545.
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